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the Atomic Energy Coenmissicon, called me. The Admisal stated dut © 
in connection with the confirmation of on Neumarn he, the Chairman, . 
had been informed that certaia members af the Seunte may reise some ques~ 
tions concerning Vou Neumann about twe matters which appear ta Vou Neumanr 
file. One of these matters relates to the Inct that Von Neumann's relatives 
live in Budapest and have considerable fends esl that this is indicative ef the 


the Russians in order to continue te live in that etyle. Admiral Strauce — 
stated he had talked to You Neumann about this particular information and 
Von Neumann stated that to the contrary his relatives did not live in Budapest 
but in some other town in Hungary and thet he, Von Neumann, =n 
ae them and that they were act of ample means. 
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UNITED STATES 
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 28, D. C. 


February 7, 1955 


The Honorable 

The Attorney General 

U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Attorney Cenerals: 


This is to inform you that on February 7, 1955, the Atomic 
sia a ron personnel security clearance files of 

Dre John-von Neumann were transmitted to the Joint Committee 
on .tomic Energy in response to a written request from the 


Committee dated February 7, 1955. 


Compliance with the Committee's request was made in accord- 
ance with provisions of memorandum dated April 8, 198, signed 
by the Attorney Generel and the Chairman of the Atomic fnergy 
Commissione 


Sincerely yours, 


r e 


= K. DY brhele, 
K. D. Nichols 
General Manager 
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SUBJECT: JOHN VON NEUMANN =. Finterod 
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION Sa “Helios = 


one J 


y | 
SL Frank Cotter, former Special,Agent who js now’a membe 


“\3 Joint Committee on Atomic Energy called at my office today. He pointed out that 


J 


Senator Anderson, Chairman of the Joint Committee, has endeavored to handle 
the confirmation of Dr. John Von Neumann on a discreet manner. phere 2 is 
opposition to Von Neumann and Cotter advised me confidentially that thea 
udeof the, Committee is s that they do not desire that it be know NO 
eS any issue’on Von Neumann. Sextor Ander son directed the sta 
to review the Atomic Energy Commission files including the FBI he a an 
Von Neumann. The staff then briefed the Committee and Ande¥son ~ had the 
AEC file sent to the Committee where the contents were made available to 
members of the Committee. Senator Anderson then suggested that members of th 
Committee who had questions speak privately to Von Neumann. This, members o 
the Committee have done. Cotter then pointed out that in one of our bag neces a 
eference is made that a ‘a let £ yr was ‘sent to Prime Minist ate 
tawa,’ Canada by” Qswatt eblen's ‘of the Institute fori ava ahicec 


hae, 


LID 


us a 
ww syns! 


ree Qh rity 


a» 


RECORDED -h 
cc - Mr. Boardman 


ie _ cc - Mr. Rosen::: rT . a i ye INDEXED - 70 7 4UCE. 
aid ¥ | wy ee ne 
LBN:ptm Ca 3 ae eee 


(4) 


ahaa 
A. 


t, 
r 


Memo for Mr, Tolson from L. B. Nichols 


RE: JOHN VON NEUMANN 
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 


According to Cotter, “members of the Committee spoke . to. ge 

Von Neumann and in wre if. he had Bee “Prime Ainister#Macken 
King on behalf of Israel | alr . : 
that a letter was’ ‘gent(tc aya 

{ Halperin was employed ré ‘ec 


ae eters ; 
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niger ames letter, 4 : | a 
Bureau's report. od the Committee wants Or G Daa thie ise ca Solero 
that 7 - : This, | of. } 
course, isafact. He further stated that public hearings have now been schedule 
on the Von Neumann appointment for March 8th to be preceded by an. Executive se. 
Session and the Committee would liketo have an answer by that time. 


hg 


It talce recommended that the Special Inquiry Section check back ont 
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attention. 
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Office Memorandum + NITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


. . ‘ i j ae 
TO | Mr. Ros : DATE: 2-2) -55 Nicho 
‘ Belmont 
Sy Harbo 
Mohr 
FROM ! Mr. v4 
v 


Ore, 
SUBJECT: JOHN VON NEUMANN Ss : Vinterrowd __ 
SPECIAL INQUIRY INDEXOE 2 Tele. Room - 
LO . Gandy 
W This 4s to advise that the Bureau is in receipt of a certi- 


fied true copy of a pertinent document which verifies information as 
reported in Bureau's investigation of Von Neumann who is being considered 
as a member of the Atomic Energy Commission. 


Frank Cotter, staff member, Joint Committee on Atomic Energy, 
contacted Assistant to the Director L. Be. Nichols on February ll, 1955, 
and said the committee is attempting to handle Von Neumann's confirmation 
in a discreet manner, Cotter stated that in the Bureauts investigation 
reference is made to a letter which was sent to Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King of Canada on 5/18/l6, by Oswald Veblen of Institute for Advanced 
Study, Princeton, New Jersey, concerning IsraeWHalperig, who was are 7: 


rested in February, 1946, by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) *, 
and charged with violating the Canadian Official Secrets Act. Cotter “~ 
advised that the committee asked Von Neumann if he signed such a letter ~ 
and he said his recollection was that the letter was sent, not to 
Mackenzie King, but to the president of the college where Halperin was 
employed. Cotter said this statement is in ae: ‘the 
information reported by the Bureau and the comm d the conflict 
be resolvede 


. 
awe 


The Director commented “Yes and promptly" to recommendation 
that the Special Inquiry Section check back on this letter to establish... 
{ts authenticity and accuracy. ns 


On 2/21/55, the Bureau's Liaison Representative at Ottawa, 
Canada, furnished the Bureau a certified true copy of the original letter 
and attachment thereto verifying its authenticity and accuracy mes ae 


reported in the Bureau's inves tA PEARED - 26 FICHE O' | 
INDEXED ae 7 VAR 22 1955. 
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Memo to Mr. Rosen 


RECOMMENDATION: Inasguch as thereyis no discrepancy between the ee 
information received nd the information reported 
3n the Bureau's investigation, that the attached certified copy of 


the original letter and attachment thereto be directed to Assistant (Ap 


to the Director L. B. Nichols in order that he may bring this matter & 
It is 


to the attention of the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy. 
noted that the ee: : no objection to this document 
being disseminated to interested U. S. agencies on a "need to know" 


basis, providing there is no danger of the document or its contents _, 


becoming public knowledge. ca 
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SUBJECT: JOHN VON NEUMANN Vinterrowd — 


Tele. Room — 


SPECIAL INQUIRY . Holloman 


Gandy 


This is to advise of a question raised by Von Neumann to members 
of the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy, presently holding hearings in 
connection with his nomination to be a member of the Atomic Energy Com~ 
ae mission (AEC); Fit t. he: sdoes not. recall. penne: a letter_sent to Prime__ 
a Minister MackenzJe King of Canada in 1946 on,behalt of Tetae 


(RCMB) and charged@ifith’ violBtingtthe Cafiadian Official: écrets™ Act. as 


| This information = ‘was included in the" Bureau's. investigation of = 
"on Neumann which was’ fur urnisheds £0. heaWhiten! House, the Attorney General 
and the AEC on 10/18/54. 


aera. The investigation of Von Neumann was highly favorable. In April. 
‘| 1954, he testified before the Personnel Security Board of the AEC as a 

= © character witness on behalf of J. Robert Oppenheimer, whose atomic energy 

ay clearance was suspended as a result of the hearings. He testified before 

oo { the Subcommittee of the Committee on BONE teens Operations on June 1), ._ 

1954, ¢ ne which he criticized the. 


yernment's security program. 
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contacted Assistant to the Director L. B. Nichols on February 11 = i 
fk Lon 
in a discreet manner. Lotter stated that in the Bureau's investigations 


reference is made to a letter. which.was., ent to prime Minister, + a a 
(Canhadafon May 18, .1946;.by.Oswalt apeoL the Ins Ltupe | forge 


J } tar: S.A ws ate = Ric Wa es 
SER A OS Sa Rs Ae AS OTC tee ; # 
. - 5 Bh gd x Pik irr . Me ae. ous 3 2 
* ; > —_ 7 . ~ Sy 
: ptudy., Princeton, | . JC Save cONncerr Me. Ee Israel _ Halp ® that y:. 
ar) ae —, > Ee 2S iat aie e: Cent: CSR raat." tet Se Se Be ese aa 
fe) i s f 4 ms te us, : . ws : J “ “Co areas ae . - ‘= BEd pat re 
. n of th a CCL EEReS pumann => ye z 
“ees 8 ar e.. 7) fas ye Sa as ence ee ~ 0 WS ddebadsy | ee IN | ioe Mat ALS . ee OA? 2 ee Y 40 e 
BY ee Sa Vv = yen 8 a0 es >. vom soct a oe we ron wa ew. Yostie’ Pegets, 5 ; A: aa Dae ie as Laas ke ‘32 NepES ee ees a es Stag q 
fey tee ask on= Neti "Neesl Asuch.a’ letter:: . 
+ ¥ ‘ - \il het... a - mes E pe Mahe ye Oy NX ihe 
ee 


Attachments fF | | 
het an 2 Oe 
cc-Mr.. Nichols aks on 
-Foreign —— ast} >| NS ey a 
WPK/lh/ren~ | = 


Memo to Mr. Rosen 
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said hiserecolléction was that the letter was sent, not to Mackenzie King 
but to the President of the college where Halpéfinjwas employed. Cotter 
said this statement is in direct conflict with the information reported 

_ by the Bureau and the committee desired the conflict be resolved. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


(2) That the attached letters be transmitted to the White 
House, the Attorney General, and other agencies which received copies 
of the Bureau's summary; namely, Office of Secretary of Defense, 
Atomic Energy Commission, G-2, Department-efthe Army, and Office 


of Naval Intelligence. 


4 Sse 


y (3) That the attached correspondence be directed to 

ier Assistant to the Director L. Be Nichols for review prior to. 
dissemination in the event he may desire to orally advise Frank 
Cotter of the above. 
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| OTE: - ' -On 2/26/55, Assistant to the Director L, B, Nichols 

Bi, OO exhibited the attached letter mentioned above to Frank 
oe Cotter, staff member, and Corbin Alisapiice, staff 89 =. 
director, Joint Committee ‘on Atomic Energy, on & Fneed— 

to-know" basis. Both were advised: that we would sehd 

a copy of the letter to the Atomic Energy Commission 

promptly. Mr. Nichols further suggested that other 

appropriate agencies be advised. : 
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NOTE : On 2/26/55, Assistant tothe Director le B. Nichols 

_ exhibited the attached letter. mentioned above to 
' Prank Cotter, staff. member, and Corbin- Allardice, staff 
~ director, | Joint Comm ttee on Atomic: Energy, on a 
“Rneed—-to-know™ basiage.: Both. were advised that we would | 
“"gend a copy of the letter ‘to the Atomic?EnergE Com~ 
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Director, FBI &'* 
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JOHN VON NEUMANN 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 
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"NOTE: On 2/26/55, Assistant to the Director Le Be Nichols 
exhibited the attached. letter mentioned above to... _ 
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STANDARD Poms Wo. 64 € é om ‘ | 
Office Memorandum + onrep staves GOVERNMENT 


— 


TO ~ DATE: March 2» 1 3 ~ , | 

ee 

FROM IY ae 
0 O : fea 

SUBJECT : JOHN VON NEUMANN Winterrowd __ 

J SPECIAL INQUIRY oe 

wr, ates 


With reference to dissemination of supplemental 
information concerning John Von Neumann, a prospective member o 
the Atomic Energy Commission, a memorandum dated February 28, 195% 
to the Attorney General did not state specifically that the information 
conteined therein was furnished to the White House. The Director 
commented, “Why didn't copy to A. Ge indicate that?" 


On October 18, 195), a summary memorandum concerning the 
results of an extensive investigation of Von Neumann was transmitted 
to the White House, the Attorney General and other interested agencies. 
The transmittal memorandum to the Attorney General stated specifically 
that a copy of the afore-mentioned summary was furnished to the 
White House. It was pointed out that the request for investigation 
came from the White House. 


On February 28, 1955, the White House and the Attorney 
General were furnished Photostats of a truekgopy of a letter to. 


: Von Neumann ,reportédly 


: 3 FS " 


Prime Minister Mackenzie King of Canada, whic 


signéaé. “fhis transmittal was merely a follow-up, containing no | 
et information in addition to that previously furnished to the White rd £ 
a House and the Attorney General. The Bureau's memorandum to the fF 
Attorney General, dated February 28, 1955, specifically stated in ae | 


the first paragraph that the request for investigation came from 


the White House, but did not state that the White House hed been 


wt 4 
advised, ) 


It is acknowledged that it would have been better to 
have advised the Attorney General specifically that the White House 
had been advised. 


ACTIONS a 

Care will be taken in the future to see that memoranda 
to the Attorney General specifically ment dissemination to 
other agencies, 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 re 


= sg 
Office Memorandum - 


The Director 


TO g 


ZL. V. Boardman 


JOHN VON NEUMANN 
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


SYNOPSIS: 


John Von Neumann has been nominated Atomic Energy 
Commission (AEC) member and confirmation is pending tn Congress. 
Admiral Strauss, Chairman, AEC, expressed concern to Director 
on 2/25/55 about Von Neumann's relatives tin Hungary whom 
Von Neumann claims to support and about Von Neumann.'s signature 
on message to Canadian Prime. Minister on behalf. of Jsrael | 
) lation of Canadtan* Official 


Halperin, who was charged with’ vt 
Secrets Act but laterzreleased. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Vp 
DATE: February 28, 
19 


ma 
h 
past 


Winterrowd — 
Tele. Room 

Holloman — 
Gandy 


of Israel 


Bufiles reflect Von Neumann investigated 1953 and 1954 
as Atomic Energy Act - Applicant and Special Inquiry, respectively. 
Summary memorandum prepared under date of October 18, 1954, 


(attached) and disseminatéd to all 


interested agencies. Inuvesti-~ 


gation reflected Von Neumann highly regarded and considered loyal 


by associates. 


Investigation reflected Von Neumann testified 


before AEC Personnel Security Board in 1954 as character witness 


for Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer. 


Subsequent to preparation of 


summary memorandum, information received that Von Neumann testified 
before Congressional Subcommittee in June, 1954, at which time 
he stated Government Security Program should be handled 


judicially rather thqn administratively. 


Itis information also 


disseminated to interested agencies. 


Investigation did not reflect Von Neumann had close 
relatives tn Hungary and his immediate family members in U.S. 


is wife ts reported to come from a prominent Hungarian family 
"used wife's a 


and Admiral Strauss may haype ec 
Von Neumann's own family. 
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judicially rather than administratively. Photostats of 
Von Nuemann'’s above testimony were afforded the same 
dissemination as the summary memorandum. 


During the Director*s discussion with Admiral Strauss, 
the Admiral indicated concern with respect to two matters 
appearing in Von Neumann’s file. Ihe first concerned _ 

Von Neumann’s relations in Hungary and Admiral Strauss said 
Yon Neumann was supporting them. fhe second concerned the 
signing of a message, addressed to Canadian Prime Minister 
raigetin e King, by.Yon Neumann and‘others on behalf..o felerael 
Hal ; ine SN GRRE Se Sees ee RE OT 


tere 


With respect to Von Neumann's relations in Hungary, 
our investigation determined his father is deceased. His 
mother and two brothers are naturalized U. &. citizens. 
Von Neumann’s first wife is a naturalized U. S. citizen. His 
present wife, whom he married in Hungary in 1938 is a naturalized 
GO. &. citizen. Investigation reflected all of the above are 
highly regarded and are loyal. Investigation did not reflect 
that Von Neumann had any close relatives in Hungary and at least 
8ix professional associates have stated that to their knowledge 
Von Neumann has no relatives or contacts outside the United 
States. One professional associate did report that Yon Neumannts 


present wife, Klara Dan, comes from a very prominent Jamil y in 
Hungary. | 


in view of the above, it appears that Admiral Strauss 
may have been confused as to which relatives Yon Neumann is 
supporting in Hungary; the relatives may be his wife's 
relatives ratker than his own. 
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Office Memo aN UM + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


7 DATE:March 10, 1955 fee 


wr 


Q 


7 O 
SUBJECT: JOHN VON NEUMANN 
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 


\( i 7 ; SPECIAL INQUIRY 
8 


L71<. Reference is made to the memorandum from Mr. Boardman to 
Director dated February 28, 1955, concerning captioned subject. 
—- Referenced memorandum pointed out the following: 


Lewis L. Strauss, Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission, me Be 
expressed concern to the Director on February 25, 1955, concerning one of 
Yon Neumann's relatives in Hungary, whom he allegedly supoorts, and ey 
to Von Neumann's signature on«a-méssage addressed to the Prime Ministerg 
of Canada-on behalfvof Istagl Halpering” od ee 


coe rer ass F 
rf 
sme ft ext Ss 
_ “wy 
t “ soe 
> - 


~ 


Rererenced memoranaum rurcner DOiNvem Ou, Cal Ly vern meron tier. -o CLE 
Von Neumann himself had no known close relatives in Hungery but his... 
wife may hevé had relatives there.” Réferenced meéniorandun »cctn eng: 

—_—— thet “r. Strauss be contacted by our Liaison Re resentative for furtyer 
information, after waich a determination Would” been de as to whether” 
or not additional investigation should be conductéd. 


Reference is also made to the memorandum from Belmont to 
Roardman dated March 1, 1955, informing that Mr. Strauss had peen 
asap contacted on February 28, 1955, At that time, Strauss informed that 
S Yon Neumann told him that he (Von Newnann) contributed to the support 


in his wife's fanily, who are financially destitute and who now reside 


in Austria rather than Hungary. Mr. Strauss had no additional inforna tisr 


i 


RECOMMENTATION 8 -_ 
In view of the fact that Mr. Strauss had no waaPonen facts” 


otner than the information set forth above, it is recommended that no 
additional inguiries be conducted at this time with respect to 
Von Neumann's wifets Ta 


77-6480) ; 
Tickler: Mr. Boardman, Belmont 
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Office Memor naum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


. T < 
TO : Mr. Tolson : DATE: Feb. 26, 19 ie 
, ae 7 . 

FROM L. B. Nig Hof : LR Va 


D 
SUBJECT : JOHN VON NEUMANN qe 
(z SPECIAL INQUIRY 


STANDARD FORM nO. 64 


Vinterrowd ___ 
Tele. Room __ 


On February 11, 1955, Frank Cotter, former Special Agent ‘ ,!% 
and now a member of the staff of the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy, 4 —/ 
called at my office to advise that the staff had reviewed the reports on ris oo 
Von Neumann in the Atomic Energy Commission file 8; that among the reports ‘\_ 
was a letter, attributed to a confidential source, reflecting that a letter had 
| been sent to Prime Minister MacKenzie King at Ottawa, 


Canada, by Oswa]d. 
eblen of the erat for Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey, with=-— 


reference to JsraeI\Halperin, andanong the signers was John Von Neumann. 


| \ 
Cotter stated that members of the Committee had interviewed 

Von Neumann. Von Neumann recalled that a letter had been sent but stated 
,that the letter was not sent to MacKenzie King but to the President of the College 
Niece Halperin was employed requesting that final judgment not be made against 
Halperin until all the facts were in. Von Neumann further asserted he was not 
approached by Veblen but by Professor Tucker, The Committee wanted verification, 


- 1955, ina 


memorandum to Special Agent@MM, transmitted a photostat of a letter from 
| Oswald Veblen dated May 18, 1946, ta MacKenzie King, transmitting a statement 
{drawn up and signed by academic colleagues and friends of Israel Halperin, 


Since this information came from the 
a@ request was made to our representative, and under date of February 21, 


cc: Mr. Boardman : quo | ae CORES ‘5 i bie _ 
Mr. Rosen - 
‘ LBN:arm 


Crs 
Nae 


Memorandum to Mr. Tolson from L. B. Nichols 
RE: JOHN VON NEUMANN 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


eat 
aw 


I, accordingly, advised Frank Cotter of the Joint Committee this 
morning that we now had the letter, but that a restriction had been imposed upon 
us that the contents could be conveyed -only on a need-to-know basis, providing 
there is no danger of the document or its contents becoming public knowledge. 


Cotter stated he would come down to the Bureau either Saturday 
afternoon or early Monday morning and then he could advise the staff he had 
seen the document and verified the contents, 


In the meantime, it is suggested copies of this report now be 
disseminated to the Atomic Energy Commission and other appropriate agencies 
which dissemination is deemed necessary to make it crystal clear that the infor- 

ion in the report was true and correct in the first instance, 


» P 
4 LA 
ADDENDUM: LBN:arm 2-26-55, Frank Cotter and Corbin Allardice, Staff 
Director, called at the Bureau on the afternoon of February 26, 1955. After 
stipulating that the information could be furnished them only on a need-to-know 
basis with the assurance that there would be no outside publication, to which they 
agreed, I showed Allardice and Cotter a copy of the Veblen letter to MacKenzie 
King and that statement headed To Whom It May Concern, carrying Von Neumann's 
Signature. They both expressed appreciation and both were of the opinion that the 
statement varied from Von Neumann's recollection, and both were of the opinion 
[hat Von Neumann would have to be asked about the letter. I told them that we, 
of course, could not give them a copy of the letter; that we would send a copy to 
the Atomic Energy Commission promptly. They then stated they would take the 
matter up from that point. Both Allardice and Cetter told me that Von Neumann e 
had informed them that this letter had previously been brought up in a Navy security... 
case in connection with a contact with , one of the signers of the “ae 
letter and that the matter had then been resolved and s given a clearance. - 
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Jou Von NeUMANE Su wy ary 
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Born: December 26, 1993 4? es 
en Busapest, Hungary Classified by Z 
ae ! ON - fe ae . one 
Ee Achy Von Neu -c oe Ce 6 ee Declassify on: Unt’: 
a in responses to your request, please be advised 
vig thet an applicant-type investigation concerning the subject. 
oe of your inquiry was conducted by this Bureau in October, — 
i= 1954, at the request of the White House, and the results aks 
~33 were furnished the White House on October 18, 195i. The Rte 
= information furnished to the White House also contains 


a 
a 
aa 


results of applicant-type investigations concerning the — 
subject of your inquiry conducted by this Bureau in 197 © 3 ASE 
and 1953. At the request of the White House you are ; 
referred to the Office of the Honorable Sherman Adams nee 
should you desire the detailed results of these investigae- 9 = =2 


tions. (77-6,.80h) | 
For your additional information, please be 
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#55)" advised that the October 19, 195), issue of the Washington 
a "evening Star" contained an article which reflected that 


Von Neumann testifiec before the House subcommittee of 
the Committee on Government Operations in June, 195h., 
The article further revealec that testimony was released 


__. to the public on October 19, 1951, and it indicated that ae 
~ - Von Neumann criticized the Governmantts security profram. + ae 
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Page PERSONNEL SECURITY QUESTIONNAIRE 


INSTRUCTIONS - All sections must be completed - Write none when applicable - Type or print all answers. 


If space not | 
adequate for complete answers, attach a Bild diatnedohid sbeet to this form. . 


8. DESCRIPTION (Check which) MALE FEMALE 


RACE HEIGHT WEIGHT [| COLOR ie COLOR HAIR 


saa tae i Leena) 


6. (Check which) 72 BIRT DATE 
CJ stncte () otvorceo 


S$. NORMAL HOME ADDRESS OR PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE FOR PAST 
15 YEARS 


HB. ALL OTHER PERMANENT ADDRESSES FOR PAST 15 YEARS. 
KApt. orR.F. D. Nowe Staeets Caer te anddates there) 


All in Princeton, New Jersey: 


1931-1932 Kingston Road 

1933-1935 162 Library Place 
_ 1935-1936 Cleveland Lane and Elm Rd. 
1936-1937 Library Place and Stockton) 8t. 
1937-1938 10 Bayard Lane 
1938-1939 85 Btockton 8t. 
1939-date 26 Westcott Rd. 


IF ALIEN: PORT OF ENTRY 


ri) 


“ALIEN REGISTRATION NUMBER 


10. DRAFT CLASSIFICATION ; | 


BOARD NO. AND ADDRESS 


eo AR STON 


ii. SOCIAL SECURITY NO. 


12¢ MILITARY SERVICE 
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LEGAL RESIDENCE WHEN DISCHARG Vik ay | ° 
——— eee 
eve “ AE 


a ce Ea a 


‘EE 


ADDRESS (where employed) 


Frinceton, N.d. 


Institute for Advanced Btudy 


¥.8. War Dept. - Aberiieen, Ma. : 
U.8. Navy Dept. Washington, D.C, ae 7: 
W.DR.C. Division 8 . a oe Sas ae eee ngre . 
N.D.R.C. See 2 is a Sf 
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18. REFERENCES (Name three persone, not relatives or employers, who are well acquainted with yqu) 
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0. Veblen X, 


L. 3. Siam X 


XK. T. Compton x 
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57 Battle Ra. 


Princeton, Ed. 


| Aberdesn Proving Ground Aberdeen, Mi. 


MI. aon Ness. 


| CERTIFICATION 

| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED ABOVE {1S CORRECT AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF. | ” 
UNDERSTAND THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES WILL INVESTIGATE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN, AND THAT ANY | 
FALSE. STATEMENT 1S SUFFICIENT CAUSE FOR REJECTION OF THE APPLICATION OR DISMISSAL AFTER APPOINTMENT. ae 
‘ { 


DATE USUAL SIGNATURE OR MARK OF EMPLOYEE (Sign Original Only) 


TO BE. FILLED OUT BY AGENCY OR FIRM EMPLOYING 


AGENCY OR-FIRM TO EMPLOY APPLICANT ADORESS 


P.O. Box 1663, Santa Fe, BH. Hex. « 


WILL APPLICANT HAVE ACCESS TORESTRICTED DATA? 


University of Californie, Contractor to AEC 


“BRIEF JO8 DESCRIPTFON (Job Title, Duties and Location - Description 
should not reveal classified information) 


a 


CD ves 
(Check the one block applicable) 


Consultant fop Group Al10 (Health) 
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—] FINGERPRINT CARD ATTACHED 


=} T-1 ATTACHED (RESULTS OF Fet 
FINGERPRINT FILE CHECKS 
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: “Devise: ; ATOMIC ENERGY ACT Od Ble - APPLICANT (4. i. 
enh, on. 0R ete egy Ree ja a 


a EMPLOYEE ( ) ) 
Dear Sir: 8 eee aS | : 
ete ok ee ® QAR: 

| _ You are instructed to conduct an immediate, thorough, discreet . 
investigation concerning the character, associations, and loyalty of the 

above-named individual in accordance with. ths: provisionssaf the: Atoms: Energy 

Act of 1946. The original and four copies of the report are to be transmitted 

to the Bureau by special delivery, and by air mail unless Ordinary mail ig 
equally speedy, so as to reach the Bureau not later than , : , 

yo : =~ ?  +=dprtl 20, 2547, . 


Present address: fe <esteott Mead petal : a 
Birthdate and birthplace: | . dereay 


Position involved: 


Deocesber £8, 150% “ery wiarest, - ane . 
Record from Manhatt Kenraltant, Taty ity af ¢ F.OBex 16623 


an Engineer District or 


Bot, s banta 
e os 
: Atomic Energy Commission: _ None ( ). tisenca ( 
Record from Identification Division: None (¥ tached ( ) 

Record from Bureau files: 


None (.} Attached ( ) 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Professor JOHN VON NEUMANN. was appointeRRER. REC'DA2 - > - 
as a consultant for the Ballistics Labortied * URW. as 

tory, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen B tan ae , 


ATONIC “ENERGY wT - APPLICANT 


nee Ud., on August 18,.1942. Applicant has 
we been employed intermittently at Aberdeen 

Pal from that date to present. By bis as-— 

7 ene sociates, applicant is regarded to be . 


q 
“2 
Pe ad 


oo. ‘ loyal and patriotic, having fine personal 
_ ra : habits and good character. Credit and 
: RAs ae criminal records 


REFERENCE: (° Bureau file 116-1914. 
Bureau letter to Newark Field Division 
dated March 24, 1947- © 
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Baltimore File #116-213 


His rate of pay was $25 per diem ungraded, Ordnance Department at 
Large, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland. At present, Professor 

VON NEWANN is authorized to work at Aberdeen Proving Ground not 
exceeding 30 days per year. When first appointed, Professor VON 

NEW ANN was authorized to work not exceeding 180 days per year 
intermittently or 90 days per year continuously. Approval for b ae a 
Professor ,VON NEUMANN's employment at Aberdeen Proving Ground has © 
been granted each fiscal weer and his’ sia appointment expires 

June 30, 1947 , ; 7 : 


Professor VON NEUSANN's file ariodtas that under date of guly 3 ’ 
1943 his ap eteerton:: was es from consultant to = ‘technical > 


ee 
On July 9, 1943, a room was eet aaa ‘for Proteases VON NEWEANN 
at the Officers! Club, Annex #2, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md. 


Professor VON NEWANN's file indicates’ that on August 16, 1946; 
he signed ano strike pledge for the War Department at the Aber - a 
deen Proving Ground. -_ 


Applicant's personnel file contains no derogatory information, and 
Captain ROBBINS advised that no complaint of any nature whatever - 
_ had been received concerning the eras oais 


Mr. H. R. FALPAUGH, Security Office, Ballistics Laboratory, Aper=-.. 

deen Proving Ground, advised that he has known the applicant 

slightly during the past five years inasmuch as Professor VON’ §#£* 
NEWLANN was working almost entirely in the Ballistics Laboratory. - 
Mr. FALFAUGH-advised that he can furnish no derogatory information ~~ 
of any kind regarding the applicant and states that so far as he - 
knows, the applicant is highly regarded at the Ballistics Labora~ 

os ae oe Gaspeaved: no anti-American attitudes of any kind. ~ : 


Dr. THEODORE STERN, Chief of the Terminal. Ballistics “Section, fe yeaa 
Aberdden Proving Ground, Md., advised that he has known Professor -. - 

- VON NEUMANN for 15 years both on a social and on a business basis. ...- 
Dr. STERN advised that he considered Professor VON NEUIANN to be © 
one of the outstanding mathematicians and physicists of the world. 

_ Dr. STERN stated that he could definitely assert that the applicant 
' is anti-Nazi and has never een know to exhibit any anti-American 
or pro-Communist views. Dr. STERN advised that Professor VON - 
NEWIANN is aman of excellent personal habits, good character, and 
@ine moralse According to Dr. STERN, although Professor VON NEUZANN 
occasionally will take a drink, he has never seen the applicant ~ 
under the influence of liquor. Dr. STERN also advised that Professor 
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VON NEUMANN is regarded very highly by the scientific circles in 
Which he travels. Dr. STERN advised that he would have no 
hesitation in recommending the applicant to any job in the United a 
..., States Government requiring the confidential handling of restricted 
7 OSES a, oh le ae Oe” ee 


Ure L. S. DIEDERICH, Associate Director, Ballistics Laboratory,:-- aa 
: . advised that he has know Professor VON NEUIANN-for 4 years. In°.) 
tak connection with the applicant -S employment at Aberdeen Proving _ 
associated in the designing and operating of ccmp2iing devices . 
in the Ballistics field and stated that during that time Professor ... 


. _citizen and a man of good character and fine morals.’ According to. — 
”. Proving Ground he lived at the Officers! Club Annex which is set 
_ aside for “individuals of scientific grade at Aberdeen Proving Ground. 
Mr. DIEDERICH advised that he believes the applicant is an as-— a 
Sociate member of the officers club, and has an excellent reputation, 
and has never been censured for any unbecoming activities. 


B 


wd 


Dr.“R. H. KENT, Associate Directors. Ballistics Laboratory, advised 
that he has knowm Professor VON NEUSANN as a scientist for 4 years ’ 
| and that he regards him to be a patriotic and loyal American 
: citizen as well as a man of excellent personal habits, good 

character, and fine morals... «| fo. fin are | ee x | 

oe : oe ae Ye no ores eae os 4 oS ee 
COLONEL LEONARD E. SIMON, Director of the Ballistics Laboratory, ~~ | 
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen, Hd. 9 advised that he has know 


greatest living mathematician." Colonel SIMON advised that since’ - : | 
_ 1942 Professor VON NEUMANN has been employed intermittently by the» 
Ballistics Laboratory at Aberdeen Proving Ground in the capacity of 


we now raat wat rl Nir, 


ments and setting up experiments in the field of Ballistics... 
Colonel SIMON: advised that Professor VON NEUANN has often served 


his scientific associates as being a man of splendid personal habits 


Plicant to the American government. According to Colonel 3I‘Ck _ 


Ground, DIEDSRICH advised that the applicant has been closely 
_ VON NEWANN has made no anti-American renarks of any kind. ae te 
DIEDERICH regards the applicant to be a §oyal and patriotic American - 


. -. _ DISDERICH, while Professor VON NEUMANN was working at the Aberdeen ~ coe. 


_ Professor VON NEUMANN Since 1939 and.regards ‘him to be "the world's. me 2 


consultant and technical expert..9GoloréI"BIMON stated that the Se Oke 
applicant's work has been chiefly that of designing computing instru- 
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Baltimore File #116213. 


while Professor VON NEUMANN has been at Aberdeen Proving Ground, 

he lives at the Officers' Club on the Post, and he.is an associate 
member of that club. Colonel 32'0r explained that this is a 
designation given to employees of a scientific rank at Aberdeen 
roving Ground. Colonel SI{ON advised that the applicant has 
already handled restricted data in connection with his work at 
Aberdeen and further advised that he would have no hesitation in -. 
trusting Frofessor.VON NEWANN with top secret information. | 
Colonel SIMON said that he would have no hesitation in recomend ing 
tne applicant for any position in the United States Government 
wnich requires confidential handling of secret. or restrictec intor= 
metions. : 


Dr. H. H. FRAZER, Chief, Internal Ballistics Vivision, Aberdeen 
Proving Ground, advised that he has knewn Professor VON KEUMANN _ 
for 4 years both as an associate menber* of the Aberdeen Proving 
Ground Officers Club and‘as a scientist. Dr. FRAZER advised that 
Professor VON NEUSLARN is regarded as a brilliant mathematician and 
aman of unqualified loyalty and patriotisn toward the United States 
Govermment as well as having good personal habits and good moral 
character e .* . ie 

The records of the Retail Merchants Credit Bureau, Baltinore, Md., 
were negative concerning the applicant. | 


Chief BENJASIN RAY, Aberdeen » Md., searched his records against 
the name of the applicant with negative results. 


REFERRED UPON CQ!PLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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DETAILS: = AT PRINCETON, } NEW JERSEY oe 


- 5576 


REFERENCE: Bureau file 116-1914. 

Bureau ree dated March 24, 19476 

SpE oe 
"Employment | Hatt ee 


“Phe: code of the Institute for re Sadly, Ae, 
New Jersey, reflected that the applicant came to Princeton University in 
1930 as a professor of Mathematics axi*thav he was made a member of the 
faculty at the Institute for Advanced Study in 1933. He is presently engaged 


in seeeaeer noes at the Institute in Hathematics and ae hero : ao 


| ‘Reference, Acquaintances and Associates ae, - 


oy Pa 
5 
FS 


ie ce. 
poe snot 


pink cea, New Jersey, advised that he has know the applicant for a a 
period of about 15 years and that applicant had been previously employed as 
an instructor in the University of Berlin and the University of zurich, 
Switzerland, prior to coming to P rinceton, New Jersey. According to Dr. 
AYDELOTTE, applicant came to Princeton in 1930 as a professor of Mathematics 
at the University and that he was made a member of the sea at the 
Institute for Advanced ‘Study in the year 19330 ~ | ; 
Drs “AYDELOTTE ghamieterinea applicant as being ¢ one ‘of this nest 
brilliant mathematicians in the world today, placing him in the category . 
of ALBERT EINSTEIN. According to Dr. AYDELOTTE, applicant is an expert on | 
shock waves and that he has done considerable research work in Mathematics . 


and Physics. . He also mentioned that the applicant was closely associated _. 
during the war in the atomic bomb project and that he had spent considerable 


time on this project at Oak Ridge, Tennessee and Los Alamos, New Mexico. | 
Dr. AYDELOTTE stated that the applicant was primarily a scientist and that 
he had never evidenced any great interest in polars or social prepesise 


‘Dr. AYDELOTTE went on to say that he held the applicant andi 


his family in high regard and that he considered the applicant as being trust- 
worthy, honest, one who could undoubtedly keep confidence and that he is of ; 


fine moral character and reputation and that there was absolutely no question 


in his mind concerning the applicant's loyalty. He said hae see could vouch - 
for ens in arery acc a, 


age “FRANK AYDELOTTE, Dean of the Institute fer Roueacea study, 
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NK 116-119 


' Drs AYDELOTTE further advised that the applicant was divorced 
' from his first wife, MANETTE, in 1937 and that he married his present wife, 
‘KLARA VON NEUMANN in Hungary in 1938. Dr. AYDELOTTE mentioned that applicant's 
first wife was definitely not applicant's type and that he believed she was _ 
presently residing somewhere in New York City operating a dress shops. Dr. - 
a AXYDELOTTE described applicant's present wife » KLARA, as a loyal person who 
; | comes from a very prominent family in Hungary. Dr. AYDELOTTE concluded by | 
stating that he could furnish absolutely no derogatory information whatsoever 
concerning the applicant and his wife and that he would recommend applicant 
unqualifiedly. 7 . @ = Se 


oe _ Dre OSWALD VEBLEN, Mathematics Department, Institute for . 
Advanced Study, and a reference of applicant, stated that he has knowm _ 

: the applicant ever since the applicant has been in this country, Dr. © 

_ VEBLEN went on to say that he himself was partly responsible for the —-. 

applicant coming to the United States and that the applicant first became 
known to him through his reputation and his reading about him as a 
mathematician and physicist in Europeée Dr. VEBLEN recalled that he might 
have even met applicant at the boat in New York when he first entered the 
United States. Dr. VEBLEN mentioned that he was a witness for the applicant 
when he filed petition for naturalization in Trenton, New Jersey quite 
Sometime ago. Dre VEBLEN was very high in his praise for applicant and he 
described applicant as being a great genius in mathematical physics and that 

. he ranked with EINSTEIN in ability and intelligence, | 
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Re Dr. VEBLEN considered applicant honest, trustworthy, and of 
fine moral character and reputation and one who could undoubtedly keep 
confidences Dr. VEBLEN said that there was absolutely no question in his 
mind about applicant's loyalty to the United States and that he would have 
no hesitation in recommending applicante 00. oe as . a8 
a Dr. H. H. TAYLOR, Dean of the Graduate School and Head of -_ | 
the Chemistry Department, Princeton University, advised that the applicant .. . 
was first associated with the Mathematics Department at the University in 
1930 and that he transferred to the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton © 
approximately three years later, Dr, TAYLOR was very high in hig praise 
_ for applicant and mentioned that it was absolutely ridiculous for any person _ 
to doubt the loyalty, patriotism and integrity of applicant. Dr. TAYLOR 
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characterized applicant a 
in this country today. . 


| Dr. L. P. BISEN 
University, was interviewed an 


for quite some time. He 


that he served as a professor at t 
a professor at the University of gurich, Switzerlan 
United States. Dr. EISENKARI said t 
phases of the atomic bomb during the war 
question in his mind concerning applicant's loyalty and 


confidences . _. .-.. 


s being the er 


mentioned that 
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Dr. EISENKAH? went on to 


with him, was completely 


information about hime Dre EISEN 


snterested in Mathematic 
never heard the applican 


Dr. ALBERT EINSTEIN, 


trustworthy an 


s and Physics a 
+ evidence any 


for Advanced Study, Princeton, advised 
- “Closely associated with 


highly of applicant and 


Dre Lf He NICHOLS, Department of Physics, Palmer Laboratories, 
advised that he had been acquainted with applicant 
had worked with the applicant on a 
He stated that he 


Princeton, New Jersey, 


since 1940. He stated that he 
was not connectec with Princeton. 


one of the world's best 


political beliefs. 


him at the Institute. 
he considered the applicant 
be thoroughly trusted with secretive information an 
loyal and a patriotic American citizen. § --— - 
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Dr< HENRY D. SMYTHE, Department of Physics, Palmer Physical 
interviewed and stated that he had 
hat he has know fim very eee 

well for a period of seven or eight years. Dr. SMYTHE stated that he knew Meee 
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consider contacting him for information. He stated that he knew the applicant 
lived up to the letter his loyalty with respect to his confidential work and 

did not even talk to him, Dr. SMYTHE, on the Manhattan Engineering Project 7 
which was closely associated until it was approved by the War Department. tae ee 


a _ Dr. SMYTHE stated that he did not consider the applicant a. oe 
likely prospect for any foreign government to contact and that he further did. 
not consider the applicant a likely contact for any of the American © os ; 
Communists. . er en a me ae 


Neighborhood er ee eo ee ae ey 
Mrse G. P. ISCHEBOTARIOFF 221 Westcott Roadj who resides ee ae 

directly across the street from the applicant, advised that she has nom. |. 
the applicant and his wife and small child slightly for a period of four. ©" 
to five years. She said that applicant made a very good neighbor; that to __... 
her knowledge he has never caused any trouble whatsoever in the neighborhood ~— . 
and that from what she knew of him he was of fine moral character and ae 
reputation and a reliable, trustworthy person. She had no reason to doubt 
applicant's loyalty or patriotism to the United Statese © 0-0 2 


Mrs. KATE MORGAN, 10 Westcott Koad, Princeton, advised that 


‘she has know the applicant and his family for a period of two or three 


years. She mentioned that she very seldom saw the family but her associations 
with applicant and his family have been of the best and she could furnish 
no derogatory information Concerning them. - m 7 oe ee ee 


__ Mrse JOHN C. DIELHENN of 34 Westcott Koad, Princeton, advised." - 
that she has known the applicant and his wife for a period of four years and | . 
mentioned that they made very good neighbors; kept to themselves most of ~“- ae 
the time and that she had no reason to doubt their integrity and loyalty. |.°.. on 


Reference letter from the Bureau sets out other previous =: 
residences of applicant in Princeton, New Jersey. However, investigation 
at and in the neighborhood of these residences disclosed that no one was "7 . 
sufficiently familiar with applicant or his family to fumish information -°)°.°) 


re 4, 


” 


Reference letter from the Bureau also sets out that applicant= 000 
has been a member of the Nassau Club, Princeton University since 1934... .: = 7. © 
Miss HOUSTON. SCOTT, Secretary sto the Dean of the Graduate School, Princeton 
University, stated that the Nassau Club in Princeton ds a social club whose 
members consist of various professors at the University and various business- 
men in the town of Princeton. She stated that this club meets once a week 
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22 Princeton and that usually | prominent. speaker 1 talks to’ its members. | 
_ Background | a ee, Be 
1 Reference Bureau letter sets ‘out that a review “Of the Manhattan . 
Engineering District file reflects that a previous investigation of this . ~ oo Se on 
applicant was conducted in 1943 by:the Military Intelligence Division. - This © 
. investigation revealed that the applicant in 1942 engaged in considerable :: i “ 
Pe cable traffic with individuals in Switzerland. This cable traffic was at. oe ae 
eS first considered to be suspicious but later was determined to be hamless oe 
‘in nature. During this investigation the following associates of. thee Ge 
ape at Princeton Uedveretty, were interviewed with favorable’ results.” oe a 


L 


er B.C. “ALETON, ia oe of I Faculty, Princeton University’ 
ee aT Pe _EISENKART , Head of the Mathematics bas arrreth, Princeton abe — 


rh ree ee te ae pe ae University . ee: | oe 
Es ee ee / oe KISSANE, “Head “of : thesDepartnent of. civit Bnetieering PS" : 
ode Ge eee “ Princeton University = ::. : ge 


Lea 


GE ra AYDELOTTE, Director of the Institute of Advanced ‘study, © a 
| F ~*~ Princeton University © on : 
: Professor ‘MARSTON MORSE, School of Mathematics, Institute for om 
a ee ene eee Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey © 
We D;” SMYTH 5:0 etl Physics Department, Princeton University 
| ie Pe FORERTS, Head” ‘of. ‘the, paeiias aoe een siarcosialigcas ; 
3 7 1 ee “University © ee 


: a < A review wot 4 the “ind dean. of. ‘this ‘office putleea ‘the iene 
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“iss MARTHA "STONE; Deputy. Clerk, ‘Ue Bs District Court Bless Poe 


Office, Trenton, New Jersey, produced a declaration of intention number - oh rf 


859 which was filed by applicant then residing at Princeton, New Jerseys.“ oe a cs 
This declaratiam of intewiticm meflesieé that applicant ws of Hengarian-.3'3." a 
nationality, the Magyar races: He was born in Budapest, Hungary on Decenber 28, “4 
1903 and was married to MANETTE VON NEUMANN on January 1, 1930 at Budapest; >" ie 


Hungary. It was'‘revealed that MANETTE. ‘was born at Budapest, Hungary. on <= fog . 
September 7, 1909 and that she entered. the United States At New. York: City: eee 
on denbery. ~~ 19300 ae ma Oe ee ‘a ee mene Bee bek as os ee ge ete 3 pea Se Seg yg oe sige Fs ae es 
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‘It a to be noted that apni inant is presently divorced 
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The records ‘also reflected that’ ‘the ‘last fore reign’ ‘addnese of * See 
applicant was Berlin, Germany and that he immigrated | to the. Ve Se from . ses wea ten 2 
Bremen, Gorneny on the SS BREMEN, on aninary. 28, 19300 Soyyeet iil ES ae eS 
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then indies at 20 Bayard Lane, Princeton, New Jersey.” ‘He listed his wife | 
as MANETTE and one child, MARINA, born March 6; 1935 in New York. Citys See: 
Information was also furnished that the child lived with hin,” References: 
on this petition were H.” P.~ ROBERTSON of -180: Prospéct Avenue, Princeton; 


a- 


New Jersey and Professor OSWALD VEBLEN of 58 ‘Battle: ‘Road; Prinéeton;: “New. an ee a 
Jersey. Certificate of Naturalization ‘number 4196342. was “issued, to. IBF AS oa 
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= Ym) ‘seca of Local” Draft Board. a; “Princeton,. ‘New J eer 
reflected that the applicant furnished information that he der ese ae RE 
the Institute for Advanced Studyat: Princeton. ‘He also furnished. inform jatdon = es 
to the effect that he was also employed as a ‘member of the’ Scientific ™ ee | 
Advisory Committee of the U. S. Department of War.” His family was listed ‘as*: ae 
himself, KLARA VON NEUMANN, his wife,” age 30, and his child “MARINA Yow: NEUUANI;: : 


age 7e/ It was indicated that MARINA, his child, spent part ‘of ‘her ‘Sime * with =: ae 
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There is a letter on file at the Draft Board from the Bureau 

of Ordnance in the Department of Navy, Washington, D. C. dated September ld, 
1942 advising that applicant was engaged in primary offensive and defensive 
marine warfare and in the protection of ships and that his work was con- 
fidential. He entered on duty with this Bureau of the Navy on July 15, 
1942 and was paid $25 a day for his work as a contract physicist and mathe . 
maticians It was indicated that the applicant was one of the best ualified 
mathematical physicists in the comtrye - ~~ ar a ee * ieee 


5 ae ae 


7 ber 9, 1945 at the Trenton Credit © =~: 
Association, Trenton, New Jersey it was revealed that applicant derives an | 
income of approximately $20,000 annually in his position; that he owns = * <. 
property at his present address, 26 Westcott Road, Princeton, New Jersey, . 
valued at approximately $30,000, There was a mortgage on this home dated -. 

May 6, 1939 in the amount of $26,528 and that the mortgagee was the Institute ey 
for Advanced Study, Princeton. The records further reflected that applicant... 
maintained a very satisfactory account with the Institute.and that hig - os eee 
credit rating in Princeton and vicinity is satisfactory. ~9-- ¢:2o:> Se ee 


Ina report dated Octo 


ws Se Se 


It was revealed through the records ‘of ‘the Trenton Credit a Bee ike, 
x Association that the applicant's first wife, Mrs. MANETTE VON NEUMANN, filed. 
suit for divorce against the applicant on November 35 1937 charging’ cruelty. 


The following information was on file at the U. S. District © < 
Court, Clerk's Office, Trenton, New Jersey for applicant's present wife, «°°... 
KLARA VON NEUMANN. In Certificate of Arrival number 3225742 it was indicated. . 
that she arrived in New York City on December 15, 1938 on the SS QUEEN. 
MARY. Petition for Naturalization number 5444 was filed under the name of ..- -°- 
KLARA VON NEUMANN, 26 Westcott Road, Princeton in the District Court of the (2: 
Ue Se at Trenton, New Jersey. Occupation was listed as housewife and that =": oa 
she was born on August 18, 1911 in Budapest, Hungary; that she Was married to 2. 
applicant on November 18, 1938 in Budapest, Hungary; that she immigrated to° =. 
the United States from Southampton, England and landed in New York. References. - 
on this petition were HAROLD P, ROBERTSON, 175 Prospect Avenue » Trenton,> 225 oe 
New Jersey and HENRY DE W. SMYTHE, Lafayette Road, Princeton, New Jersey. -20-7). 
Both of these individuals are professors at Princeton, Certificate of .:8/.000. ..- 
7 aaa number 5760792 was issued to KLARA VON NEUMANN on December 26,7: - 
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| Los Alamos, New Mexico, Project, as mension n ay poss 

applied mathematics and thermo-dynamics, oe. Seer rk 
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about the applicant. She recommended Dr. BRADBURY, Director of the 
Project, as being the person best able to furnish information concerning 
the applicant ° : 


| Dr. N. £. BRADBURY, Director of the Los Alamos Project, siyiaea. 
that VON NEUMANN has been regularly utilized as a consultant at Los Alamos 
in the fields of applied mathematics and thermo~dynamics in connection 
with the development of the Atomic Energy Project since 1943. He stated 
shat. he versanazlly has only been associated with the apniicant in tits | 
connection since 19/, but he is aware that VC! ete Wee active in this 
resvect during 19436 _ = 


The services eee by ve esi aat, Dr. RADBURY ce 
have been extremely valuable and in fact, at the present time, he is 
attempting to complete arrangements iene VON MSUMANN's services can 
be obtained more frequently than heretofore. Dr. B2/DSURY advised that 
he has a high personal regard for the applicant, whom he regards asa 
completely loyal citizen and of whom he has never heard or observed any- 
thing of a derosatory nature. He informed that VON NEIBUNN's associates 
are the highest type of individuals and that he has never known, or heard, 
of the applicant showing any subservisive tendencies or ass oclating with 
persons having such a renutation. He also advised that VO! NSULIANN rendered 
exceptional service to the Navy PeDety mene in connection with some of their 
wartime experimental worKe ee , 


CREDIT AND CRIMINAL 1, RB00RDS. mag 


it Los Alamos , Hew Mexico * 
Captain HD “SISE, . Provost Marshal, caused a search to be made 
of the files of nis of efice for a possible record relating to the applicant 


and pape caeueay eases that une ecere! Las been cama oe negative Resutvss 


% ~~ 


- At Santa Fe, New Hextco : 


The files of che Merohantts Credit Seagetatbonvuere wenorted by 
BERT BROUN Manager of shat service, to contain no record of the sD a 


The records. of the ‘Santa Fe Police Department and of the New , 

Mexico State Police, eae Fe, Mew Mexico, were searched by Serzeant TOM ~ 
GONZALES and Officer AQCHIE SHITE, respectively, but no record of the 
applicant was on file. | 


¢ 
- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THe OFFICHK OF CalGin ~ 


= 2 o 


hei 


r 
“7 
Py ae 
tre 
"od 
ee 
gt, ues 
ae 
x 


WFO ~ 116-875 


Dor 


Committee as an expert on explosives, on a part—time voluntary basis 
without compensation. He resigned effective September 4, 1942, in view 
of contemplated work for the Navy Department. 


He was reappointed in the N. De Re Ce, Dive 2, as Consultant, 
April 1, 1944, which appointment terminated May 17, 19466 


The records of the Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department show 
that the applicant was employed by that bureau September 7, 1942, for 
intermittent duty at twenty-five dollars per diem as a consultant on 
research and explosives. Personnel services contracts were executed 
for each period of employment, the last one terminating on August 31, 
19450 The Office of Naval Intelligence cleared him for this employment 
in 1942. ,The ONI file revealed thet the applicant had been an associate 
of Oscap’ hiorganstern, Professir of Eeoungics at Princeton, N. J., ato 


ae was described as a "dangerous German alien"; K,- Ay SCLSSHH » Vice Presi- 
dent of Wilmington Chemical Association; and one MR. VELA“ WILSON. 
4 : War Department records reflect that the applicant is presently 


on active appointment, as of September 20, 1940, as an "Expert", employed 
e. by the War Department Bureau of Ordnance, Aberdeen, Md., at $25.00 per 
e diem, for not more than 90 days continuous service or 180 days internit- 


tent service for any one fiscal year, Employment authority has been 
granted each yeare | i 
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: FURNISHED FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE IN YOUR INVESTIGATION OF INSTANT CASE, 
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- UNITED STATES % 


co - ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 


IN REPLY REFER TO: WASHINGTON, 25, D. C. 


SP:FH 


May 15, 1953 


Honorable Je Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

U. Se Department of Justice 
Washington, De Ce 


attentions Mr. €33 eager cer 


Subject: JOHN VON NEUMANN, 10806-NnyY REINVESTIGATI ON 


3 
7 
Dear Mre Hoovers 
the 
There are attached hereto thraesxespiesaufia Personnel 
( ) fingerprint card 

; Security Questionnaire and ( ) FBI Form T-1 
* ( ) FBI Form T=2 


for the above-named individual who has been investigated 


previously by the Bureau under the provisions of the Atomic 


Energy Act of 1946. 


It is requested that a reinvestigation relative to this 


individual be conducted and that we be furnished with the 


results at your earliest convenience. 


Sincerely © ia ’ ee 


—— Franeis Harmack, Chief 
Personnel Security Branch 
Division of Security 


Fnolosures 


New PSQ dtd April 17, 1953, to be returned to AXC by FBI. 


X (FPC, T=-1 Or T-2 not available. ) 
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= FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Te es 
EFK:ab | UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ee 
. 2 wet, NEWARK ph. J ee ao 
ee ae 
5/19/53 | leon 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: AIR-TEL 


RECTOR, FBI (116-1914) | 
JOHN VON NEUMAN - SF, AEAA. REBUAIR-TEL 5/15/53 AND NW 


Ja: - Me yj 
boy ade 
f- 


4 £a 


TO BUREAU 4/16/53. COMMUNICATION FROM STATS DEPT. Mentronay “ / \| 
IN PARAGRAPH 2, PAGE 5 OF REFERENCED NWK L&T IS A PHOTOSTaTIC 
COPY OF AN INCOMING TELEGRAM. THIS COPY IS MARKED RESTRICTED 
AND WAS RECEIVED FROM THE STATS DEPT. THROUGH LIAISON CHANNELS 
ON 7/17/50-_ THIS TELEGRAM IS DATED 7/14/50 AND IS FROM BERLIN, 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. THE CONTENTS OF THIS MeSSaG& IS AS 
FOLLOWS:" SZD NEUES DSUTSHLAND JULY 13, ANNOUNCED THAT COmMUNIST 
DOMINATED GERMAN ACADEMY O# SCIENCE IN BERLIN SOVIST SECTOR, 
HAD ELECTED TWO AMERICANS AS ASSOCIAT& MEMB2RS. AMMRICANS ARE 
. JOHANN VON NEUMANN, PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS, aT PRINCETON 
AND RICHARD V. MISES, PROFESSOR OF MATHSMATICS AT HAAVARD. 

_ ACCURDING DEUTSHLAND ELECTION TOOK PLACE JUNE 29. PARAGRAPH 
WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S CONTACTING NEUMANN AND MISES 
SOONEST TO ASCEXTAIN WHETHER THEY AWARE OF ACADEMY'S ACTION AND 
WHETHER THEY ARE WILLING TO ISSUS STATEMENTS REFUSING ELECTION. 
IF NEUMANN AND MISES UNAWARE OF COMMUNIST FRONT NATURE OF 


REG. MAIL = sce cbt ad : 
CC: NWK 116-119 | 


NWK 65-4096 Vee 


—D fi] 
Z af a 
Special 


Approved: 


S a ae FD-386 
PAGE 2 = 
* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 
| ACADEMY, IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT THAT ALFRED WEBER, MBEINECKE, 
AND OTHERPROMINENTS RECENTLY RESIGNSD FROM ACADEMY ArT&R IT 
HAD SENT A FRIENDSHIP TELEGRAM TO STALIN USING THEIR NAMAS WITHOUT 
THEIR KNOWL#DGE. PARAGRAPH. CELEBRATION OF 250TH ANiIVsRSARY 
Of ACADEMY NOW TAKING PLACE IN BeRLINe COMPLETELY DOmINATED BY 


COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA AND PRESENCE OF SOVIeT DELEGATES." THI1s 
PHOTOSTAT IS LOCATED IN NWK FILE 100-30877 ENTITLED "JOHN R. 


. -VON NEWMAN", NO BUFILE LISTED. SEc@iED BY Route 344P - 
—_—— ee 
x HOSTETTER 
Approved: Sent M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


aero <w- 


a e 
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| F EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 
Tris cx omomares AT BUREAU _ r IC oe pu 


Baltimore, Maryland 9/17/53 Vie OS Eo, 


TITLE 


| JOHN VON NEUMANN, SF 10806 NY 


Se Se ee ~ Glastied by SPLMEID é 
TTOTSTTORTIET!  Declasiy. on; OADR’ 10d 


REFERENCE: °°? sua to Newark dated sly 20, 1953. eS 


Report oi? Sbecixt avert 
| Maryland, dated April 8, ey Ee = toe 


a ds 


Baltinore Airtel to Bureau dated 1 Soptenber Ms 1953. 
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DETAILS: et ee . ee a © ABERDEEN PROVING cROUND, MARYLAND» | 


eg, ee a oe Bs - =o. aa, ny toe a "a 


EMPLOTNENT 3 me 7 — os 


; *  FVps. THELMA ‘GREENFIELD, Clerk, Civilian ek 
Division, made available the Civil Service 201 file for the 
appointee, which indicated that he was granted an excepted _ 


aa A appointment on August 18, 1942, as a Consultant, for the ig aed 


Military Appropriations Act of 193, for services when required 
during fiscal year of 19)3¢ His appointment has been extenied — 
every year, and his present appointment expires Arey ed gece 

3 No epee information appeared, in the file. ere 


: \ ‘e i Department at Large, Mbardaa Proving Ground, under Section 8, of 


1... : «Qiu -2Diee Re He KENT, Associate insets Ballistics” a. woh. 
Research Sg Ps. Sefing advised that he has known the employee : 

_ since he first came to the Proving Ground as a consultant, a 
that he considers the employee to be a loyal American citizen of 


° | ae eae 
wt} ae} a : _ sous ; ates 72d or : in. a ? ‘ ee aS 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES .- 


WAT 2/7 -[ a3 
COPIES OF THIS REPORT oo 31 SEP 18 1953 mas 


(.) Bureau (116-191h) | 
> , eae 


1 - Baltimre ( 6213p 


PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED, 
UV. & GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—60255-2 ; 


Se pee ee es 


BA 116-213 


eee an Dre LEWIS DEL SASS) and Dre CURTIS LAMPSEN, Ballistic Research | 
ies «+t Laboratories, who have known the employee since $937 and 19L0 respectively, 
7 consider the employee and his wife to be persons of excellent mrals and 
character, with reputable associates, and unquestionably loyal to the ~._ 
wae 3 _" United States. _ LAMPSEN has know the employee and his wife on a professional 
. basis only, and as a result of his appointment to the Scientific Advisory — 
“sf Committee, and as a consultant to the Laboratories. DEL SASSO has known ~ 
the employee through the above contacts, and also was associated with him 
professionally and socially at Princeton, New Jerseye oo . 


sone ‘Mrs. LOUISE A. DEL SASSO, Government Euployee, army Chemical 
_ Center, Maryland, a former employee of VON NEUMANN, who has known him 
- gince 1937, considers the employee and his wife to be loyal Americans, ~— 
of excellent character and with reputable associatese er ee 
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7 Chief J: BEN RAY, Aberdéen, Maryland Police Department, and ~ 
TWeputy Sheriff.WILLIAM CARR,.Herford County, Bel Air, Maryland, advised 
that there is no record on file in their departments identifiable with 
the employee or his wife. It is noted that Aberdeen Proving Ground, _ 
Maryland, ig in Harford Count ye se es a phe are ee fee Se ee pine so a ne 
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me fites of the Maryland State Police, Headquarters.» 
/ . Maryland, as caused to be searched by Special Agen 


ville, — 
contained no record identifiable with the employee or his wifee 9/000. 
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MISCELLANEOUS: - ee i eee ee ; 
{BEN G. DENNEY, Jre, Assistant Post_I,telligence Officer, Aberdeen = =~ | 


Proving round, Maryland, advised that no information reflecting adversely ° . 
on the character, loyalty or associates of the employee, has been brought - 
to the attention of the Fost Intelligence Officers “2 0? rec 
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REF ERENCE: Bulet to Newark dated 1/20/53. 
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DETAILS: | The following : investigation was “comfuctied wy 


AT "BERKELEY, CALTRORNEA a oa a a Se 
Bert bn. cht? Pb: : oyps. MELDRED WILLTAS, Personnel’ ‘ore! 3 és University of California 
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“Radi ation Laboratory,” -prgduc ed records reflegts. nz JOHN VON NEWMANN, date of 
“bir ‘shown, address listed as Institute ot ‘Advanc ed,,§ udy, New Jersey, 
was employed as a consultant Sepbember 15, 195097 MRS . WEnUTAMS. 

| , reflected that on June 1, 1953 the employee ee Wo: a és 
4 ) ‘for three weeks as a consultant. No padiatifn. nfor 
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Ae [ROBERT C. “BECKER, Secunity 2 ee ee Radiation” Sa Sew avi sed 
- that his aan do not reflect any unfavorable information concerning the _ 
employee. “He stated that the employee. w: ie oyed 2by,. the University | al _ z. 
-. | /Qalafornia, Berkeley, California, as. aiconsultant .on on Rita 3 ; 
- | ~at“the Radiation Laboratory in livermore in pacar 1928 Jor 
| "andy gain in June, 1953 for three ‘weeks. as. 
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ben ROBERT MAINHARDT,, Radiation ssi stated that he is acquainted | 
ipa the eieeeee and oe wife, | KLARA, and that he ace make the seh a ached i 
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